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Foreword

Without doubt the Ummah of the final Prophet # has been
blessed like no other. To be a part of the Ummah of the greatest
of Allah’s % creation, the most special and beloved to Allah %,
is a status beyond any. However, it is pitiful that despite being
blessed with this great fortune, the Ummah today has forgotten
its roots. It knows too little of the life of the Greatest of Mankind
to be able to appreciate and follow His example.

The Sahabah #, and thereafter the pious predecessors, valued
this connection, and their lives were remarkable living examples
of how valuable this connection is. Their statements, poetic
expressions and detailed narratives of not only incidents from
the life of Rastlullah #& but also his features and habits have left
a treasure for this Ummah to benefit from. Many dedicated their
lives to this, and to this day the ‘Ulama and pious individuals of

this Ummah continue to strive to revive the sirah and sunnah of
Rasulullah #&.

Those who have had the opportunity of affiliation with the
respected Shaykh-al-Hadith, Shaykh Mawlana Muhammad
Saleem Dhorat hafizahullah will have witnessed this fact. His
passion and drive to bring about a strong and lasting connection
between the Ummah and Rasulullah #€ is beyond measure. In
a lecture, one of many on the life of Rastlullah #£ entitled
‘Muhammad #8 - ek azim ni‘mat’ (‘Muhammad # - A Great
Blessing’), the respected Shaykh enlightened the audience with
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incidents, couplets and quotes regarding the greatness of the
Prophet #£, to create an awareness of the great being whom not
only this Ummah, but the entire creation is indebted to, and will
continue to be indebted to.

This lecture was rendered into book form, originally in the
Urdu language, and now in English in order to benefit a wider
audience. It is hoped that this book will serve as a means of
rekindling the flame of love for Rastlullah #2 in the hearts of
every reader, and of reviving his blessed sunnah.

(Mawlana) Junayd Makda
Rabi‘-al-Akhir 1434 / February 2013

vi
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How can I Speak of Muhammad #5?

The blessed sirah of the Prophet # is like an ocean that has no
shore. What can a student like me, who has little knowledge, who

is not articulate and who does not have complete recognition of
the Prophet #%, possibly say on this subject?

s e Yl U B

b U 3= #

K e U ol 2

éﬁ'}»:;l? Ky l,;( PV Y

Words are not enough, my tongue is unable;
What mention can [ make of the Messenger #£?
The ocean which has no shore;

How can such an ocean be crossed?

&«_‘Js{ j@;&(_))/c;«‘g/uﬁdl}!
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O Igbal! With what mouth can [ praise Muhammad %£?
My mouth is very small and the topic great!
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He who is the guide, the seal of the Prophets #, the
leader of all, who
Made the dust on the ground as spacious as the
valley of Sinai!
In the eyes of intoxicated love he is the

first and the last;
He is the Qur’an, Furqan, Yasin and Taha.

The Prophet %% says:
55 VG 4,5 0 AT ¢ mldl py s ol s G
On the Day of Qiyamah, I will hold aloft the Flag of Praise,

below which will be Adam % and all the other Prophets #;
and I do not say this out of pride.

On the Day of Qiyamah the Prophet #& will hold aloft the Flag
of Praise and all the Prophets # from Adam # to ‘[sa % and
their nations will be below his flag. However, he does not say
this out of pride, as it is a favour upon him from his Lord.

N5 w1y (Las 0 el O3 G5
On the Day of Qiyamah, I will be the first one to intercede;

and [ will be the first one whose intercession will be accepted,
and I do not say this out of pride.

o3 i Gl By a 05
And I will be the first to knock on the door of Jannah,
which Allah will open for me. (At-Tirmidhi and Ad-Darami
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from Mishkah-al-Masabih)
In another hadith, the Prophet % says:
NI ERTIE LS I ES B CREN IR X ]

Indeed, Jannah will be forbidden to all the other Prophets

until I enter it, and it will be forbidden to all the other nations
until my nation enters it. (Kanz-al-Ummal)

One Look Turned the Dead into Life-Givers!

This Prophet is so great and of such a high status that whoever
his sight and attention fell upon also became elevated in rank.

LS L /U}}s S Js
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Your precious teachings turned drops into oceans;
They enlightened the heart and gave sight to the eyes.
Those who were not on the straight path themselves
became guides for others;
What a gaze it must have been that turned the dead into
life-givers!

This was the shining light that made Abu Bakr 4 into As-
Siddiq (the Truthful), ‘Umar < into Al-Fartq (the Criterion for
judging truth and falsehood), ‘Uthman « into Dhu-an-Nurayn
(the Possessor of two lights), ‘Ali 4 into Asad-Allah (the Lion
of Allah %), Hamzah «¢ into Sayyid-ash-Shubada (the Leader of
the Martyrs), Ibn Mas‘ad # into Faqgih-al-Ummab (the Jurist of

3
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the Ummah), Ibn ‘Abbas # into Mufassir-al-Qur an (the sage
of the Qur’an), Aba Hurayrah ¢ into Mubaddith-al-A Zam (the
Great scholar of hadith), Bilal 4 into Mu adhdhin-ar-Rastl (the
Prophet’s # Caller to prayer), Abu ‘Ubaydah « into Amin-al-
Ummabh (the Trustworthy one of the Ummah), Al-Hasan « and
Al-Husayn # into Sayyida-shabab-ahl-al-Jannah (the Leaders
of the youth in Jannah), and Fatimah # into Sayyidah-nisa-ahl-
al-Jannah (the Leader of the women of Jannah). May Allah %
be pleased with them all.

UT L S Usss & U 6F
AL e sz Ly

Your generosity turned particles into the sun!
Mere camel herders became Imams of the time.

Before the advent of Islam, the Sahabah # were insignificant
people, like tiny particles that are not visible without the rays
on the sun. However, when they were blessed with the spiritual
attention of the Prophet #2, they became very significant and
became suns in their own right, illuminating the whole world.
Those same people who did not know how to properly tend to
their camels became the leaders of great intellectuals.

The Sahabah # numbered more than 100,000, and they
reached such a status that in the spiritual sphere each one is
seen as a sun, moon and star in their own right! The Prophet %
says in a hadith:

B (50 (U 22T D
My companions are like (guiding) stars; whichever one of
them you follow, you will be rightly guided. (Al-Bayhaqi)

4
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It is Not Possible to Fulfil the Rights of the Sirah

No one can truly fulfil the rights of conveying and propagating
the sirah of the Prophet #2. An Arabic poet has said:

ks A b C,uy@\
IR RME AT

[ see every praise of the Prophet % as deficient;
Even if the praiser exaggerates in his praise.

No lines of poetry, no words of praise, no book on sirah, no
orator in his speech has ever fulfilled the rights of the sirah of the
Prophet #£. Even if the one praising were to greatly exaggerate in
praise, the status of the Prophet #£ is so high that the rights of
relating his sirah cannot be fulfilled.

My brothers, I have no status or standing, but great
philosophers, thinkers and even ‘ulama have fallen short and
not been able to fulfil the right of speaking on the sirah of
the Prophet #2. Even the words of the Sahéba s were found
wanting in this regard. In a hadith, ‘Ali # enumerates certain
characteristics of the Prophet %, and then says:

-

P S Y5 A3 ’vvjii;u
The one describing him would say, ‘I have never seen his
like, neither before him, nor after him.” (At-Tirmidhi)

Embodiment of Perfection

Hassan ibn Thabit < says:

o . . .
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My eyes have never seen anyone more
beautiful than you;
No woman has ever given birth to anyone more
handsome than you.

You have been created free from all faults;
It is as if you have been created just as you wished.

He is saying: “My eyes have not seen anyone more handsome
and beautiful than you. Never mind my eyes, no mother has ever
given birth to anyone as handsome as you. My Master! When [
look at you from head to toe, I see nothing but perfection. Your
eyes are so perfect, as are your nose, teeth and entire body. Your
body is so perfect that it is as if Allah % asked you how you
would like to look and created you accordingly.”

Above was the testimony of Hassan ibn Thabit <. Even more
amazing is the testimony of Jibra’il #, the leader of the angels.
Jibra’il ¥ has seen much of Allah’s %

& creation. He saw the
Ambiya #, the cream of creation: he saw the likes of Adam #,
Ibrahim %, Masa #, ‘[sa % etc. He saw all the Ambiya #, who
totalled approximately 124,000. When Allah % grants someone
the ability, he can see many such things that others cannot see.
Once, when Jibra'll # came to the Prophet %, he said:

L E g tor S A S P e PN I JIcel ¢
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I have scoured the earth, east and west, and I have not found

anybody more virtuous than Muhammad #2. (At-Tabrani)

With the power granted by Allah 4, Jibra’il # scoured the whole

6
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earth and saw every face: human, angel and jinn. However, he
had never seen anyone more virtuous than Muhammad #£. When
Allah % has not created anyone greater and more virtuous than
him, how can such a person be found?

Perfect in Appearence, Perfect in Character

The Prophet # is an embodiment of perfection in both his
character and physical makeup. His face, hands and body were
all perfect, as were his character and morals. No one can match
him in perfection in either of these spheres.

U A e
Sy ¥ 4l g ULI ,jf

(3

The beauty of Yusuf #, the [miraculous] breath of
‘Isa #, the shining hand [of Musa #] on one side;
All of these excellences are found together in you alone.

The beauty of Yasuf #, the miracles of ‘Isa #! and Musa %,
the sweet voice of Dawud #, the kingdom of Sulayman #,
the friendship of Ibrahim #; Allah % gathered all of these
excellences that were distributed amongst the various Prophets
¥ into a single bouquet, which he sent into the world in the
form of Muhammad #.

Qasim-al-Ulim wal-Khayrat, Shaykh Mawlana Muhammad
Qasim Nanotwi % says in a couplet:

U AL e e £ Ul
J.'l?}) //u':/uf Lf(caﬂu/g/:"

All the excellences of the whole creation are to be found
in you alone,

7
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But your excellences, except one or two, cannot be
found in anyone else.

In these lines of poetry, the Shaykh is saying, ‘My beloved! From
your many excellences, a few are found in the Prophets ‘Isa %,
Ibrahim #, Dawad %, Adam # etc. and all the excellences of all

the Prophets ¥ combined, can be found in you.’

My brothers! Our Prophet %% is the greatest Prophet of Allah
4. He is an embodiment of perfection in both physical and moral
characteristics. Allah % says in the Glorious Qur’an:

e g D Sijgp
And you are surely on an excellent standard of character.

(68:4)

The Heart of Muhammad

The seat of good character and good morals is the heart. If
generosity exists in the heart, only then will a person be able to
spend generously. The same concept applies for other qualities
of the heart, such as patience etc. Good character will manifest
in a person’s actions to the extent it exists in a person’s heart.
There is no heart in the creation of Allah % that is, or has been
or ever will be, superior to the heart of Muhammad #&. And the
level of good character that existed in his heart was not granted
to anyone else by Allah #. All aspects of good character were
found in his heart to the highest degree. Now, consider how
great his pristine sirah must be!

For this reason Allah % made the Prophet # a role model for
us to achieve success in this world and the Hereafter :
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There is indeed a good example for you in the Messenger of
Allah... (33:21)

The Prophet #t is the best role model and example for any
member of society. For a tradesman, a leader, a father, a husband,
an imam, a liberator, a victim of oppression, a prime minister or
president etc, he is the best possible role model. In the teachings
of the Prophet #£ that are preserved through his beloved sirah,
there is guidance for all people to come until the Day of Qiyamah.
For this reason the poets say:

KDL A (R (R
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Blessings on every step, mercy with every breath;
Wherever the intercessor of the sinful reached.
Where he did not reach it is night even today;

Only those places that he reached have seen the dawn.

In those places which were blessed with the footsteps of the
Prophet %2, or the footsteps of the inheritors of the Prophet %2
- the ‘Ulama who disseminated his teachings - blessings and
mercy descended at each step and with each breath.
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There was darkness everywhere; no light was to be found;
When the Prophet % arrived, all were blessed with light.
Darkness left the world when light emerged from the
cave of Hira.

The Sirah of the Prophet == in Just One Couplet

We are currently reading a book on the sirah of the Prophet #£.
A poet has taken the essence of the sirah of the Prophet % and
placed it before us in just one couplet. He says, figuratively, that
if anyone wishes to truly understand the sirah of the Prophet %2

< 2. Jd)"”m
(3%/ S G

The explanation of the sirah of Al-Mustafa *% is:
Light, light, light and yet more light!

then it is very simple:

From the time of his birth to his death, there was nothing but
light. Rather, even before his birth and after his death, to this
day, whatever goodness is seen in this world is by virtue of his
blessedness.

L’(l’(g‘“” & u’r’ Ll
Jéufﬁdded'c«:b/u’{ﬁ&

O Asad! What can be said regarding the blessedness of
Al-Mustafa #£?
Whatever good fortune anyone has acquired, however
much anyone has acquired, it is from him.

10
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Lesser than Allah ¥, but Superior to All Others

Dear readers, the Prophet % is so great. His character is so great.
Externally and internally he is so great. Allah % made him so
great that no one and nothing in creation can compare to him:

&‘lc" — /3 f?:,w?
B i = o

Lower than Allah %, but above all others;
Higher than both the worlds is our Muhammad #%.

No one has been created by Allah % who can compete with
the orphan child of Aminah, the Prophet Muhammad #:. The
following are just a few examples of the exalted nature of the
Prophet #&:

A5l o e 0 Lo dh 525 08
The Prophet % was the most generous. (Al-Bukhart)
A s ey e by S b 0525 08
The Prophet & was the most handsome...
qw\ Fils
...and the bravest. (Al-Bukhari)
Ay asaii o

The Prophet %€ possessed the greatest degree of knowledge
and recognition of Allah. (Al-Bukhart)

5153 g
He was the most fearful of Allah...

11
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...and he had the highest degree of taqwa. (Al-Bukhart)

The Prophet %2 was the most merciful from amongst the creation.
The amount of mercy placed in his heart by Allah % was not
placed in any other being;:

ol s V) e T
And We have not sent you but as a mercy for all the
worlds. (21:107)

Mercy for all the Worlds *=
ol 25 d Sl

All praise is for Allah, Rabb of all the worlds. (1:1)

doaalall T V) e T
And We have not sent you but as a mercy for all the worlds.
(21:107)

When the two verses above, from Strah-al-Fatihah and Sarah-
al-Ambiya respectively, are taken together, they allude to the
fact that Rabb-al-‘Alamin (Rabb of all the worlds) sent the
Prophet # as Rahmab lil-‘Alamin (Mercy for all the worlds). In
this, there is an indication from Allah 4 that He has made His
beloved Muhammad # a mercy for each and every particle and
atom for which He is the Rabb. What can be said regarding such
a vast mercy!

SO LT I
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Looking at his character, looking at his compassion;
Even the non-Muslims concur that he is a mercy for all
the worlds.

Even today, if the non-Muslims study the sirah of the Prophet %2
with fairness, with a clear unbiased view, without prejudice and
in search of the truth, they will very quickly reach the conclusion
that the beloved orphan child of Aminah was sent not only for
the people of the Quraysh, or the people of Makkah, or the
people of Al-Hijaz, or the people of the Arabian peninsula but as
a mercy for all of humanity and for the whole of creation.

A Great Favour

Dear readers, Allah % has favoured us greatly by connecting
us to this great Prophet #8. Allahu Akbar! Allah’s % favours

upon us are countless. He could have willed not to bless us with

Iman or He could have granted us Imén but we could have been
from the nations of Adam #, ‘Isa % etc. However, Allah 4 has,
without our being deservmg and without our asking, made us
from the best Ummah, that of the Prophet Muhammad #5:

TR P- PR

You are the best Ummah ever raised for mankind... (3:110)

Allah % has granted us the title of ‘the Best Ummah’. What a

great blessing and fortune this is!

— > Kc/!f’c/tu’ A Uil

W EINE A e

Why should your Ummah not be granted the title of ‘the
Best Ummah’;

13
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When you are the best human, the best Messenger and
the best of mankind.

Without us deserving, without any effort on our part, without
our asking, Allah 4, through His Favour and Grace, made us
individuals of the Ummah of Prophet Muhammad #:. What
a great blessing from Allah #. Allahumma lakal-hamdu wa
lakash-shukr (O Allah! For You is all praise and thanks).

Fulfilling the Rights of a Favour

When a person is granted a favour from Allah %, it has a right
that must be fulfilled, which is that the person shows gratitude
to Allah % for it. Allah % has granted us a connection with this
beloved Prophet #2 and included us amongst his Ummabh; this is
a great favour. Therefore, we must fulfil the right of the favour
by showing gratitude; and the way of showing gratitude is to
tulfil all the demands and rights of the favour.

The greatest right of the favour of being connected to the
Prophet #£ is to read and study his sirah in detail, learn his
teachings and then adorn our lives with these beautiful teachings.
If we make this the objective and mission of our lives then we
will attain success in this world and the Hereafter.

The Meaning of Sunnah

We need to learn the teachings of the Prophet %% and adopt his
way - this is the path to success. I say ‘his way’ and not ‘his
sunnah’ because when we use the word ‘sunnah’ in our day-to-
day conversations, it refers to just a few popular, well-known
sunan, like those of eating, sleeping, drinking etc. The meaning

14
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of ‘sunnah’ is ‘the way of the Prophet #2, and ‘the way of the
Prophet %’ is his entire life.

The Prophet # used to read salah five times a day, so we
too should adopt this way. He used to read his salah in the
masjid with jama‘ah, therefore we too should adopt this. This
is the meaning of the term ‘sunnah’ every action found in
the life of the Prophet %, irrespective of whether it is fard,
wajib, sunnah or mustahab, is ‘the way of the Prophet #8’. All
the commandments found in the teachings of the Prophet %
connected to the physical and outer body are from his sunnah.
Similarly, those commands connected to the spiritual aspect, such
as not entertaining jealousy, hatred, malice, enmity etc. are also
from the sunnah of the Prophet #2. We have been commanded
by Allah %

£ to make both our external and internal selves like
the Prophet %,

How to Become the Beloved of Allah %

The Prophet of Allah % is so beloved to Him that whoever makes

their physical appearance and also their spiritual condition like
that of His beloved Prophet Muhammad #, then He makes him
His beloved:

S35 S0 iy ) S G A O IS D B
5 55 s
Say [O Prophet #£], ‘If you really love Allah, then follow me,

and Allah will love you and forgive you your sins. Allah is
Most-Forgiving, Very-Merciful.” (3:31)

[t is as if the Prophet %2 is saying to the people that he reads his
salah five times a day with punctuality, so we too should do the

15
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same. He paid zakah, fasted, performed hajj etc. so we should
do the same too. The same applies to all other aspects of ‘ibadah
(worship). And together with this, in the aspects of dealings
and transactions, social conduct and good character we should
also be like the Prophet #£. In essence, the Prophet 2 is saying
that if we emulate him in everything related to our physical and
spiritual being, then Allah % will make us His beloved.

Subbhanallah! Dear Readers, you will become the beloved of
Allah % on account of emulating the great life of the Prophet
#. It is such Kindness from Allah % that He commanded us
to beautify our lives by imitating such a great life so that we
too can become His beloved. Furthermore, we will also become
beloved to the whole of creation.

Solution to Current Problems

An easy solution to the problems that are blighting the entire
world at the moment is that we adopt the way of the Prophet
Muhammad #; in fact, this is the only solution. We should
endeavour to adopt the way of the Prophet %% in every facet of our
lives. Our ‘aqa’id (beliefs), ‘ibadat (acts of worship), mu‘amalat
(dealings and transactions), mu‘asharat (social conduct) and
akhlaq hasanah (good character) should all be like that of the
Prophet 2. If we do this and make our lives fully in accordance
with the teachings of the Prophet #£, then we will become the
beloved of Allah %, and when we become His beloved we will
become the beloved of His creation. The Prophet % has said:
e 65612z Qy est 5)
When Allah % makes a servant His beloved, then Allah %
summons Jibra’il # and says,

16
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‘Indeed, Allah 4 1oves such a person; you too love him.’

When Jibra'll # hears this command of Allah
infused with love for this person. Such a person is now the
beloved of Allah % and Jibra’il #. Then, Allah % commands
Jibra’il # to address the dwellers of the heavens (the angels) and

say;

4, his heart is

5y bb)&sw ¢U1 u\

Indeed, Allah # loves such a person; you too love him.

Upon hearing the command, their hearts too are infused with
his love.

u*’ﬂ‘ J‘" 2 U B pey 3
Then this person is granted acceptance amongst the people
[resulting in everyone having love for him]. (Al-Bukhari)

How to Become the Beloved of Creation

If we desire the people of the world not to hate us or have enmity
towards us, but instead to look at us with love and affection,
then we need to become the beloved of Allah %. If we become
His beloved then automatically we will become the beloved of
Jibra’il #, all the angels, and the whole of creation. Remember!
The only way of becoming the beloved of everyone is to become
the beloved of Allah %; and the method of becoming the beloved
of Allah % is mentioned in the Glorious Qur’an:

= i
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Say [O Prophet #£], ‘If you really love Allah, then follow me,
and Allah will love you and forgive you your sins. Allah is
Most-Forgiving, Very-Merciful.” (3:31)

The Enthusiasm of our Pious Predecessors to
Adhere to the Sunnah

Our pious predecessors attained complete and widespread love
and affection due to their strict adherence to the sunnah of
the Prophet #£. Their lives were adorned with the sunnah of
the Prophet #. From the amazing incidents in their lives we
find examples of just how much attachment they had with the
sunnah of the Prophet #&.

Once, during a lecture, Hakim-al-Ummah, Shaykh Mawlana
Ashraf ‘Ali Thanwi # stated that the Prophet %5 liked pumpkin
very much and enjoyed eating it.

To eat pumpkin is sunnah, not fard or wajib. If someone
cannot eat it and his disposition does not prefer it, then there
is no harm in this, providing one naturally does not have an
inclination towards it and does not look down upon it.

Hadrat Thanwi £ mentions that he went home to find that his
wife, who had also heard the lecture, had cooked pumpkin. The
next day, once again, his wife had prepared the same meal, and
also on the third day! He asked his wife why she was preparing
the same vegetable every day. She replied, “You mentioned
in your lecture that it is sunnah to eat pumpkin because the
Prophet # preferred it. Therefore, my heart desired that we eat
as much pumpkin as possible whilst it is still in season.”

Look at the desire and love this lady had for the sunnah of the
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Prophet 2!

Hadrat Thanwi £, amazed by her love for the sunnah, decided
to monitor his own life and see how much it accorded to the
sunnah. He monitored himself day and night, for one week,
taking into account every action he performed, and comparing
it to the sunnah method. He found that every action he did was
according to the sunnah!

Dear readers, how astonishing this is! If we did not have
reliance on our elders, we would not even believe such incidents.
If they were so particular about the sunnah and mustahabb acts,
we can only imagine how particular they were with their fara’id
and wajibat.

Shaykh Mawlana Rashid Ahmad Gangohi
Adherence to the Sunnah

An associate of Shaykh Mawlana Rashid Ahmad Gangohi &
once asked Shaykh Mawlana Khalil Ahmad Saharanpuri
about the sunnah method in a particular course of action.

We should note how our pious predecessors would enquire
regarding the sunnah method in all their actions. The reason they
would do this is because it had become an absorbing interest to

them, as they desired their lives to resemble that of the Prophet

The questioner in the incident, had spent time in the company
of Shaykh Rashid Ahmad Gangohi #. Shaykh Khalil Ahmad
Saharanpuri #, being aware of this, asked him if he had ever seen
Shaykh Rashid Ahmad Gangohi = carrying out that particular
action regarding which he had enquired. When the questioner
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replied in the affirmative, Shaykh Khalil Ahmad Saharanpuri
% told the questioner that the manner in which Shaykh Rashid
Ahmad Gangohi # carried out the action is the sunnah method.
Shaykh Khalil Ahmad Saharanpuri € had so much conviction in
Shaykh Rashid Ahmad Gangohi % adopting the sunnah method
in every action that without any hesitation, with full certainty,
he was sure that his practice would have been according to the
sunnah method, and he had no need even to refer to any books
to make sure.

Shaykh-al-Hadith, Shaykh Mawlana Muhammad
Zakariyya Khandalwi < and Adherence to the
Sunnah

was in the last
moments of his life. He was performing what was probably
the last wudu of his life. The Shaykh’s attendants were very

Shaykh Mawlana Muhammad Zakariyya =

perturbed by his illness. After washing his hands up to his wrists
and assisting him in gargling, they began to place water into his
nostrils to continue with the wuda. Due to the grief they were
in, they forgot to make him perform the siwak. However, due to
the fact that he had spent his entire life adhering to the sunnah,
and despite being at the brink of death, he was so mindful of
the sunnah that he duly notified his attendants that the siwak
had been left out.

Shaykh Mawlana Muhammad Ilyas Khandalwi =
and Adherence to the Sunnah

The uncle of Shaykh Mawlana Muhammad Zakariyya &,
Shaykh Mawlana Muhammad Ilyas ¥, had a similar attachment
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to the sunnah. He too was in the final moments of his life.
He was unable to talk and make others aware of his needs and
requirements, except through slight gestures. With his eyes
he gestured what the attendants understood to be a desire to
remove his socks. The attendants went to remove his socks,
but Shaykh Mawlana Muhammad Ilyas & pulled his feet away.
This happened a few times, so the attendants called his son,
Shaykh Mawlana Muhammad Yusuf Khandalwi . After he
arrived, he understood the same desire from the gestures, so he
told the attendants to remove his socks. When the attendants
tried once again, Shaykh Muhammad Ilyas % once again moved
his feet away. Shaykh Muhammad Yusuf 4 then said that his
father wished to have his socks removed, but it was being done
contrary to the sunnah method, hence he pulled his feet away.
When wearing socks, the right must be worn first and then the
left; and when removing them, the left should be taken off first
and then the right. They had been trying to remove his socks
beginning with the right, so he had been moving his feet away.

Make a Firm Resolution Today

Dear readers, ponder over the love these people had for the
sunnah of the Prophet % and their adherence to. Even at the
brink of death they did not abandon the sunnah method. In
contrast, we cannot even do the simplest of sunnah acts, even at
times of safety and wellbeing. We should, like these luminaries,
learn and connect ourselves to the teachings of the Prophet %%,
as this is the only path to Jannah.
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= L er e Sl e

Following the footsteps of the Prophet %% is the path to
Jannah;
The path of sunnah connects one to Allah %.

K & ”V“ F‘L ol § e A
LKk d/judlf Jﬁu’:ﬁ?
If you are all desirous of Jannah,

Then place the collar of subservience to the [teachings of
the] Prophet #& around your necks.

Let us resolve today that we will live our lives according to the
way of the Prophet #£. If we do so then we will become the

beloved of Allah %, and in turn of Jibra’il ¥, all the angels, and

the whole of creation. And once this has been achieved we will
see a revolution. The people in the world who look at us with
eyes of hate and enmity will be compelled to love us. We need
to asses and review our actions and rectify ourselves. When our
actions are according to the teachings of the beloved of Allah
4, then spiritual blessings will become apparent, which will
resolve the issues of this world and the Hereafter. Therefore,
this is something very pertinent at this time and which needs
our complete attention. If we, from this lecture, take the lesson
of making a firm resolution to learn the way of the Prophet #&
and act upon it accordingly - whether the action is fard, wajib,
sunnah or mustahabb - then success awaits.
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The Statement of “Umar Al-Fariiq <

I wish to conclude with the words of ‘Umar Al-Faraq ¢, who
says:
N5l &
We were a disgraced people.

Just how disgraced and wretched a people they were can be
understood from the fact that the superpowers of the time did
not want to rule over them. However, Allah # granted them
honour. But through what?

Sl A Gl R

We are a nation that was granted honour by Allah %
through Islam [the way of our beloved Prophet #].

AR PR N GA KRR AR REETY
For as long as we search for honour through ways other
than that with which Allah % granted us honour, Allah
4 will keep us humiliated.
The only exit from humiliation is in complete compliance with
the teachings of the Prophet #.

Propagate the Sirah of the Prophet =

A point that I stress greatly at every opportunity is the
importance of everyone diligently studying the sirah of
the Prophet #5. There are many authentic books of sirah,
authored by authentic, reputable authors and available in
different languages. We should acquire a book on sirah and
read and practise upon it. Together with this, whenever we
have the opportunity to discuss this great sirah with non-
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Muslims, we should not let it pass.

May Allah % grant me, you and the entire Ummah the ability to
act upon these advices.

25 e A Jog spdul o i el of 01 2
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There is none worthy of worship besides Allah and
Muhammad = is the messenger of Allah.
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O My Beloved! How I Wish!

Mawlana Sajid Irshad

I look at the past and delve into your
wonderful life of events,

How everything was pre-destined, all
that you acquired and spent.

Nothing was coincidental or a mishap,
but a blessing from above sent,

Indeed, those were special souls
around you who came and went.

I wish I was one of the loyal men
around you, who had seen your face,
By Allah 4! 1 would have loved to be
the collyrium, which your blessed eyes
did grace.

How I would have served your feet if I
were your blessed sandal’s lace,

Or your blanket while you slept, before
sleep did your nightly worship replace.

Alas! If I could have been the splendid
moon which you split into two,

Or the single rain cloud which
followed and provided shade for you.
If  was the dust on the floor which
kissed the sole of your shoe,

I can only dream I was the northern
wind which gently passed by you.

The tree which you leant upon during
sermons and how it cried,

Or the flowing water of your fingers
when the Companions’ % mouths
dried.

Your obedient camel, impressing you
during a race when it tried,

I wish I was your wandering donkey
who gave its life and died.

The mountains and rocks which would
greet you in earnest and joy,

When you sprinkled water lovingly on
children and joked with a boy.

O my beloved! Everything about your
life I learn and read, I can only enjoy,
My love with your life of wonderful
events, I will not allow anyone to
destroy.

[ wish I was anything as long as I had
been in your blessed time,

I would have been so grateful and my
fortune would sparkle and shine.

He % has planned for the matter to be
this way, and His choice is totally fine,

[ am not any of the above mentioned,
yet the Master of both worlds is mine.
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